Emma Riley

Competition Coordinator — Region 31
73A Warren Road

Reigate

Surrey

RH2 0BW

L
Region 31

07771 562962
emma.riley@lexisnexis.co.uk

March 7" 2008
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Hello Everyone!
Welcome to the first Mailshot of 2008!

I am really looking forward to seeing you all again and hugely excited about
competing on that fantastic stage of Birmingham Symphony Hall.

This Mailshot is going to have a lot of information in it, some of which is probably a
repetition from last year and other parts are brand new, but all of it is there to give
everyone the information you need to have a fantastic convention.

So here we go....!

Registering for Competition
There are several things you need to do if you want to compete in the Region 31
chorus or quartet competitions.

1. Pay your international_annual dues ($80 annual membership fee).

2. Pay your regional annual dues (£10 annual membership fee).

3. Pay your annual international quartet registration fee (currently $60).

4. Register for the region 31 competition with Sweet Adelines International — via
the SAIl website or using a form — and pay the appropriate fee ($100 for
choruses or $80 for quartets).

5. Register with the region to attend convention (£45 for an all events ticket).

If you are in a chorus, they usually take care of 1, 2, 4 & 5 for the chorus competition.
If you sing with a chorus and are also entering the quartet competition, you need to
make sure your quartet is registered with International (3) and that you have
registered for the quartet competition (4). If your chorus has registered you to attend
convention (5) you don’'t need to register again.

If you are a CAL member competing in the quartet competition, you need to make
sure all 5 points are taken care of.

Just for your information, the deadlines for registration with international for choruses
and quartets are below:

Deadline Date

Chorus Entry 12" March 2008
Chorus Late Entry (with Additional Fee) 27" March 2008
Quartet Entry 11" March 2008
Quartet Late Entry (with Additional Fee) 26™ March 2008

Registration

The Region 31 registration form was sent to you all earlier this year and is also
available on the convention page of the Quartet of Nations website,
http://www.sweetadelines.org.uk/convention 2008.htm.




Please remember that your registration for attendance at convention must be
returned to the Registration Coordinator, Debbie Watson, address details on the
form, by the 12™ of April so that seat allocations can be sorted out.

At the venue registrations will be available to collect from the Symphony Hall
between 13:00 and 17:00 on Friday 9".

The Venue — Birmingham Symphony Hall

What superlatives can | use that weren't used last year? Probably only
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! That superb hall remains as beautiful sonically and
visually as before and we will again be without microphones to boost the sound.

Stage Set Up

The stage will be set up in exactly the same manner as last year with all raised
orchestra seating and the first set of choir seating removed to accommodate our
risers. The riser configuration will be 12 sets of 4 step risers in the Alternate
configuration which has no inverted centre.

As last year, to create space for the Judges the first three rows of seats directly in
front of the stage will be removed. Quartet will roughly be standing where the organ
is in the picture. The stage is on the same level as backstage so there is no need for
ramps or stairs for you to negotiate getting on or off stage.

Looking at the above picture, the hall seems enormous, but | do remember that the
feeling | had with all those warm colours, great acoustics and fantastic support we all
give each other when competing, was one of great comfort and harmony (if you take
out the minor element of nervous collywobbles!).

Traffic Patterns

We will be visiting the venue this week and walking through the traffic pattern. This
will probably change somewhat for choruses from last year as we may not be able to
use the escalators and area above for the first meeting point, so | will not be taking
you through it now but will instead send out written routes and maps, as | did last
year, in the next mailshot.

It is likely that the quartet traffic pattern will remain the same but that will also be
confirmed later.



We will again be having the synchronised yellow clocks in all warm up rooms for both
competitions as | believe that worked well for everyone to know how much time they
had in each place.

Filming, Audio Recording and Photography

George Hyde will once again be filming the contests and Show and individual
performance copies will be provided on DVD. As last year, if your Quartet or Chorus
does not wish to be included on the master copy for Regional Educational purposes,
please let Alyson Chaney know in advance.

Eddie Evans will be our sound recorder again this year and his microphones will be
the only ones in the venue. He is looking at possibly having some extra microphones
above the choruses but there will be the central microphone in front of quartets as
before.

After a great debut year, photography will be provided by Dave Page Photography.
He has lots of ideas and energy from being involved last year and is really looking
forward to the event. Any further details will be in the next mailshot.

Harmony Bazaar

This year Harmony Bazaar is slightly different to accommodate a larger competing
chorus field and therefore an earlier competition start, whilst providing you with a
greater opportunity to sell your items, so make more money for your chorus.
Harmony Bazaar will set up on Friday at 12.00 midday

Opening hours are as follows:-

Friday 1.00pm — 6.00pm
Saturday 6.00pm — 8.00pm
Sunday 9.30am — 12.30am

We only have access to 12 tables so they will be allocated to the first 12
choruses/quartets that respond, on a first come, first served basis.
Please complete the attached form and email it to traceybailey66 @yahoo.com.

Chorus Director and Quartet briefing

This will take place in the Symphony Hall at 13:00 on Friday 9™.

Please remember to bring 2 copies of your List of Competitors form to this briefing,
preferably printed copies prepared on a computer. If you are unable to get to the
briefing on time it is imperative that you send them to me beforehand, via email
preferably, as the Panel Chair requires the information about size of chorus. The
form is also included in this mailing.

New Chorus and Quartet Q&A

As we have quite a few Choruses joining us for the first time this year we have set
aside 30 minutes after the Chorus Director and Quartet briefing for any who fall into
that category to ask any burning questions not covered during the briefing.

Walk-Ons and Competition Timings

There will be walk-on opportunities for Quartets on Friday after the briefings and
Choruses on Saturday morning, exact times will be provided in the next Mailshot.
There is also the opportunity, should any chorus which to avail themselves of it, for a
small number of choruses who are early in the competition draw to have their walk on
Friday evening after the Judges have completed their chorus mic testing.

A strict 5 minutes are allocated for each competitor so please be speedy and prompt
to get the most out of the available time.

The Quartet contest will start at 16:00 on Friday and the Chorus contest at 11:30 on

Saturday.

The Chorus Contest will be followed immediately by the Mass Sing outside, weather
permitting. Centenary Square is a superb venue directly outside the ICC for this.



The Show of Champions, for which tickets are on sale to the public from 9" March,
will start at 19:45 on Saturday evening followed by an informal Afterglow in the level
5 bar which will be open until 1pm (I confirmed this with the venue yesterday!)

Rehearsal Rooms

We may have one or two rehearsal rooms available for use on Friday afternoon and
Saturday morning for those choruses wishing to make use of them. Unfortunately, as
these rooms are offered to us on a complimentary basis if they are not hired by other
paying customers, we cannot secure them until 4 weeks prior to the event without
incurring considerable rental costs. Should they be made available to us, they will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis. Any chorus wishing to join the waiting
list should contact Deborah Wheeldon directly: deborah.wheeldon@btinternet.com

Reminders and requests
- Members in Good Standing

Choruses are reminded that they are responsible for ensuring all competing
members are in good standing with up to date dues paid to Region 31 and
International HQ by 30 April 2008. If any competing member is subsequently
found to not be in good standing, the Chorus may be disqualified.
Song information
Please can you provide me the names of the songs you intend to sing, their
composers, arrangers and the order in which you are going to present them,
i.e. up-tune then ballad or vice versa. This is information that is needed for
our sound and video people to plan their work and must also be forwarded to
International HQ post competition.
Coaches
For the chorus competition on Saturday 12" the times for coach drop off/pick
up at the venue are from 11:00 to 17:00.The Symphony Hall requires that a
bus monitor is employed to meet the coaches and supervising
loading/unloading and this will be provided during the Chorus competition
only. If Choruses want to come by coach in the evening, you will have to be
dropped off and walk through.
Please complete the portion of the registration form that relates to this.
Bag rules for the traffic pattern
During the traffic pattern please can everyone make sure that bags are no
bigger than A5 in size (i.e. the size of the convention programme). Couriers
will have the right to refuse to take responsibility for anything larger. Please
be strict with your chorus members about this.
Quartet of Nations Lanyards
You need to bring your Quartet of Nations Lanyards and plastic wallet with
you for your convention passes. There will be a limited supply available for
purchase, for £1.50 each, to replace those lost or forgotten. New choruses
should receive these automatically; however, if your chorus has not received
these, you should contact Debbie Watson via email,
debbie.watson7 @ntlworld.com.
For choruses from the Netherlands, your Lanyards will be available for
collection with your registrations at the venue.

Venue, Hotel and Birmingham information

The venue website is http://www.thsh.co.uk/, and has loads of information about its
history, construction and current events.

To help you know where all your hotels are a scan of the central portion of a
Birmingham city centre map and guide on which | have annotated the names of the
hotels as referenced by the red balls with numbers in them, is available for download
from the convention page of the Quartet of Nations website.

The city has a website, www.birmingham.org.uk, which again has lots of information,
and for shopping there is the enormous Bull Ring complex, www.bullring.co.uk,
where you can find almost anything you need from sparkly shoes to those front row
false eyelashes!




And Finally - Have Fun!

All of the RMT and our fantastic Convention team are, as always, putting loads of
effort in to ensure we have a successful, smooth and, above all, enjoyable
convention. We are changing venues next year so we aim to make the most of
Birmingham Symphony Hall.

I will send out the next Mailshot once | have received the final draw from International

HQ.

I hope that you find there is enough information in this mailing to be getting on with
however if you have any questions, comments or anything else | can help you with
then please do not hesitate to contact me either via email,
emma.riley@Ilexisnexis.co.uk, or my mobile 07771 562962.

Only two months to go and | wish all of you the very best for your preparations for
May.

Yours in harmony,

Emma Riley
Competition Coordinator



